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For immediate release: Tuesday, 7th June 2016
Communities’ worst fears confirmed as consultation findings fall on deaf ears
Bury St. Edmunds area communities most likely to be adversely affected by proposals for a multi-function mega-site for waste and other services have reacted angrily to news that West Suffolk partner councils are set to dismiss the findings of a recent public consultation – in favour of railroading through their own original plans – unaltered.

Cabinet papers released today, Tuesday, 7th June, reveal that the Joint Cabinets of St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Forest Heath District Councils, which meet on Tuesday, 14th June, will be asked to endorse recommendations to adopt their own original preferred option proposals.  These include the development of a new multi-million pound combined West Suffolk Operational Hub on a greenfield site at Hollow Road Farm in Fornham St Martin – and the closure of existing facilities at Rougham Hill in Bury St Edmunds.  The respective Full Councils will be asked to ratify and approve the plans later this month.

The Villages Community Forum, which was created to represent the affected villages and campaign against the original plans, says that it has evidence that strong and well argued public opinion expressed during the consultation – supported by robust alternative proposals, has been deliberately discredited and creatively interpreted, in order to spin the authorities’ desired outcome before Cabinets and Full Councils are asked to make the final decision.

A Community Liaison Group, which was established as part of the consultation process and which included the chairmen of five parish councils, conducted a review of responses from the consultation.  Its preliminary findings, which echoed an initial assessment by the Council’s external specialist consultants, revealed that a majority of respondents opposed the principle of a combined hub, strongly supported the retention of the popular existing facility for household waste and recycling at Rougham Hill – and favoured a remote alternative site for waste transfer operations.  The CLG’s final report, presented to Borough Council’s portfolio holder for operations and officers yesterday, Monday, 6th June, quantifies the level of opposition to the authorities’ original plans and the range of viable alternatives and compromise solutions which were offered during the exercise. 
In a statement, the Villages Community Forum says, “We are disappointed, angry and frustrated that the council has gone out to consultation as a box ticking exercise, simply to be able to say that they have done so – and have then chosen to totally ignore public opinion in order pursue its own agenda.

“The consultation responses ran to over 145,000 words – on a par with what would be expected for plans for a nuclear power station.  Many people provided really robust and well argued opinions ... and yet here again, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council has simply chosen to ignore public opinion and ride roughshod over the very people who elect them to serve our communities”.

Only weeks ago, the Forum warned then that the consultation contained a significant range of detailed opinion, which would need to be carefully considered by the Borough well ahead of any final decision.  These opinions included a range of fully viable, reasoned and practical alternatives – many of which would save taxpayers money, compared with the major capital cost of creating a new mega site.
Whilst, in the consultation, the majority rejected the principle of a combined hub, many respondents who agreed in general, then qualified their answer by stating their views on the sites where the development should – or should not be located.  A very significant majority argued against a combined hub at Hollow Road Farm – not least for the serious and devastating consequences for the neighbouring communities, increased traffic, congestion and safety.  

Evidence also showed that up to 70% of West Suffolk’s waste arrives into the Bury St. Edmunds area from the West – analysis which has been dismissed by council officers as too simplistic. The Borough’s Hollow Road Farm proposal, which would impose further pressure on Junction 43 (Tesco) on the A14 is in direct conflict with Suffolk County Council’s Highways acknowledgement that the junction is acutely over capacity and a cause of severe congestion.
The Forum concludes, “Quite clearly, the partner councils have decided to steamroller ahead with their original plans – which make a total mockery of both the process and the principle of local democracy.  Sadly, this is just another occasion when the Borough has demonstrated its utter contempt for the electorate that it serves.  Our communities will have the opportunity to express their views on the legacy of this process at the local elections in four years time.
“Predictably, Forest Heath Councillors, who will be expected to support the plans for Hollow Road Farm, are actually totally ambivalent about the scheme – just as long as it is not in Forest Heath – and the absence of interested respondents to the consultation from the area serves to confirm that view”, says the Forum. 
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For further information:

Philip Reeve, Chairman, Great Barton Parish Council – Tel: 07850 369815

Mike Collier, Chairman, Fornham St Martin Parish Council – Tel: 01284 704851  

Howard Quayle, Chairman, Fornham All Saints Parish Council – Tel: 01284 766909

Derrick Abery, Chairman, Risby Parish Council – Tel: 01284 810028

Adrian Graves – Tel: 07860 311858
